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August 2022 Contact
Pastor’s Message
This month 902 voting members
will gather in Columbus, Ohio
for
the
triannual
ELCA
(Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America) churchwide assembly.
I have been nominated to serve
as a voting member to the assembly as a representative of our
congregation, our Western Iowa
synod, and the church at large.
I have been reading and learning
about the variety of ways in
which the ELCA makes a difference in the world. There are the
obvious ways: worship, faith formation and service opportunities
which every congregation considers essentials. And there are
ways in which we partner and
work together by nurturing important connections with colleges and universities, seminaries,
early childhood education centers, campus ministry, outdoor
ministry, social service agencies
and more. The work God calls
us to do is varied, similar and
never done alone or in isolation.
As a member of the ELCA we
join with 3 million other Lutherans to be church together. As the
ELCA moves into the future we
do so with courage and an openness to change. Because we trust
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in God’s promise and understand faith to be a living, daring
confidence in God’s grace, it is
then our duty and joy to learn
and change as we journey together as a congregation in this
place, serving our community,
supporting one another. In order
for us be a vital congregation, we
must remain open to new ways
and willing to take risks to discover God’s purpose for the
church.
As we come to the end of the
summer season, plans are in the
works to provide opportunities
to serve in worship, form faith in
children of all ages, and discover
ways you can contribute to serving the church, our community
and the whole world.
As members of the body of
Christ, we are grounded in our
faith in order that we may serve.
Living out our faith in daily life
will guide us as we journey forward in Christ as faithful people
of God. I look forward to working together to create a welcoming, thriving, connected and sustainable church.
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God’s Work. Our Hands.
Mark your calendars for Sunday, September 11th when we
will once again focus on our
ministry to spread the good
news through our hands. A
small team is putting together a
day full of worship, fellowship
and service projects.
God’s
Work. Our Hands. will emphasize a variety of ways we can
serve our neighbors in need.
Featured will be our Holy Family Food Pantry, a neighborhood
gathering in October and Lutheran Services of Iowa, mentorship and housing kits for resettled families. Plan to join in
lending a hand on this day and
coming to learn more about our
year-round programming of
serving those in need.
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Summer Fun Sunday, August 7

Office Phone: 712-239-3942
Website: https://www.firstlutheransc.org

We know many families are fitting in vacation time this summer,
we hope you can join us for a Summer Fun Sunday, following
worship in Fellowship Hall on August 7. We will sing together,
make a craft and eat ice cream!

First Lutheran Staff
Pastor Kristine Stedje
flcpastor3939@gmail.com
612-408-6692
Carla Flores, Office Mgr.

We will also fill you in on our plans for Sunday School and faith
formation for families and confirmands this fall. Come and join
the fun as we live, love and learn about the God we love!

firstlutheransecretary3939@gmail.com

Jim Larson, Custodian

First Lutheran Church Council
Alison Hertenstein, President
alison.hertenstein@hintonschool.com
712-223-1364

Mark Viksten, Vice President
mark.viksten@gelita.com
712-212-2862

Tammy Mahaney, Secretary
mahaneyfour@aol.com
712-454-0711

Lori McClaren, Treasurer
lori@northeast.edu
712-253-2322

Bev Rosenkrans, Hospitality &
Fellowship
bevnrich@icloud.com
712-577-0203

Larry LeClair, Operations
firstlutheran1@icloud.com
712-253-4080

Mike VanBeest, Membership &
Growth
vbeest@aol.com
712-301-6013

FAITH FORMATION
Plans are underway to provide programming for children, youth
and adults….all ages this autumn. On both Sunday mornings
and Wednesday evenings, students of God’s word will gather to
hear about God’s love for us.
Pre-school and grade school children will gather on Sunday
mornings during worship to hear a word from Pastor Kristine
during the time for children before heading to the Fireside Room
for craft time based on the gospel lesson for the day. Thanks to
new members Vanessa Bremer and Jackie Paulson for volunteering to lead this learning time.
Confirmation students will meet on Wednesday nights beginning
in October to begin or continue their studies as they prepare to
affirm their baptism. Two classes will be held for confirmands
aged 11-15. Dan Moore, Jenny Denne and Pastor Kristine will
serve as teachers and mentors.
Throughout the program year (September-May) intergenerational learning opportunities will be held on a monthly basis for all
who want to attend. Life Passages, including First Communion,
Affirmation of Baptism and Senior Recognition, will be scheduled and we look forward to blessing our children as they journey through these milestone events.
A monthly time for high school students will be determined by
the youth and led by Pastor Kristine. Youth will discuss “hot”
topics of the day in light of current events and life changes.
More information will be provided to families of children and
youth through emails. Join us on Sunday, August 7th following
worship for more information on how you can support and be
involved. Faith formation is not just for kids! All of us are invited to stay active as we remember our baptismal promise to grow
in faith!

Page 2

Moment of Contact

Worship Leaders Meeting, September 18th following worship

FLC Finance Update

Join Pastor Kristine for an informative meeting regarding our
worship leadership practices for the autumn seasons. We have
many new volunteers serving and we will take this opportunity
to provide additional direction and help as you step up to
serve.

Needed weekly per budget is
$5,442.31/for the month of July
$27,211.55. July
income
is
$16,238.50.

First Lutheran Church Council Report
President:
Alison Hertenstein
Secretary:
Enola Peters
Operations:
Larry LeClair
Membership & Growth:
Mike VanBeest

Vice President:
Mark Viksten
Treasurer:
Lori McClaren
Hospitality & Fellowship:
Bev Rosenkrans
Pastor Kristine

The Council of First Lutheran Church met Tuesday, July 19, 2022. The highlights of the meeting were as follows:


Tammy Mahaney was welcomed to the Council as the new Secretary.



Financial reports were reviewed.



Rev. Joy Gonnerman will be preaching on August 14 and August 21 while Pastor Kristine is on vacation.



Three people have volunteered to lead and organize Sunday School for the fall programming year.



Since the COVID numbers are on the rise again, we will emphasize our concern with our members and
their safety.



God’s Work, Our Hands will be held on September 11th. Watch your email or bulletin for opportunities
to participate.



Rally Day will be on September 25 where we will also welcome new members and kick off our faith formation programming for the fall.



A quote is being sought for suggestions and improvements to our sound system. As a continuation of
our Building Task Force, Ben Hertenstein is organizing the quote process.



Klinger will be contacted regarding the needed changes to the stained-glass window at the South end of
the church.



An ad hoc group will meet to discuss congregation finances in order to streamline and simplify our
budget.
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August 2022
Sun

Mon

1

Pastor’s Day Off
Office Closed

Tue

2

10:00 Text Study

Wed

3

9-11:30 Food Pantry

Thu

4

Finance Task Force
Mtg.

7

10:00 Worship In Person/FB
Live/Radio w/Holy
Communion
Fellowship in FR/
Summer Fun for
Families following
worship

14

10:00 Worship In Person/FB
Live/Radio w/Holy
Communion
Fellowship in FR

8

Pastor Churchwide
Assembly All Week

9

10

9-11:30 Food Pantry

Fri

5

9:00 Quilters in
FH

Sat

6

7:00 AA in FH

11

12

9:00 Quilters in
FH

13

Office Closed

7:00 AA in FH

15

Office Closed

16

17

9-11:30 Food Pantry

18

Pastor Vac
12:30 Rachel Circle

19

Pastor Vac
9:00 Quilters in
FH

20

6:30 Mary Circle
7:00 AA in FH

21

10:00 Worship In Person/FB Live/
Radio w/Holy
Communion
Fellowship in FR

22

Pastor Vac all Week
Office Closed

23
Contact Deadline

24

9-11:30 Food Pantry

25

26

9:00 Quilters in
FH

27

7:00 AA in FH

28

10:00 Worship In Person/FB Live/
Radio w/Holy
Communion
Fellowship in FR

29

Pastor’s Day Off
Office Closed

30
10:00 Text Study

6:30 God’s Work.
Our Hands Mtg.
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31

9-11:30 Food Pantry

Key
CR = Community
Rm
FH = Fellowship
Hall
FR = Fireside
Room
SS = Sunday
School Room
YR = Youth Room
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ASSISTING ON SUNDAY MORNING
August 7

August 14

Assisting Minister

Janet Gross

Alison Hertenstein Bruce Miller

Lori McClaren

Sacristan

Chris Taylor

Kaia Downing
Mike VanBeest

Julie Thiele

David Gross

Reader

Gary Troth

Jami Denne

Jim Lippke

Mike Mahaney

Communion Minister

August Schenzel

Jenny Denne

Dan Moore

Angie Reinhardt

Ushers/Greeters

Ann Doellinger
Richard Storm

David Gross
Emma Gross

Mary McCoy
Dorothy Chauncey

Brian Thiele
Julie Thiele

TBD

TBD

TBD

Coffee Fellowship Host Nadine Holst
Dorothy Chauncey

August 21

August 28

ADULT EDUCATION: Takes a hiatus
A big shout out to our
loyal volunteers who are
always stepping up to
serve at the soup kitchen.
On July 14th Gary Troth,
Lee Knop, Lisa Schenzel
(who brought her friend Jackie) and Candy Johnson
volunteered and served. Please watch for the next opportunity to volunteer for this service in August. We’d
love to hear from seasoned and newer willing members!

Our Thursday afternoon Bible Study will take a
break during the month of August and resume
on September 8th when we will study the book
of Genesis.
Stay tuned for more information on this interactive, welcoming group of biblical students of
God’s word. We look forward to studying together the biblical characters who became followers of the God of Israel.

HELPING IN THE HOLY FAMILY FOOD PANTRY
August 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30 Janet Gross & Shae Downing preparing bags for Wednesday distribution.
August 3

August 10

August 17

August 24

August 31

Lavonne Lundgren
Dorothy Goettsch

Sue Mullin
Nadine Holst

Chris Taylor
Ann Doellinger

Candy Johnson
Dorothy Goettsch

Dorothy Chauncey
Nadine Holst
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150 Anniversary Banners - During the months of July and August, the anniversary banners will be displayed
in the sanctuary as an ongoing celebration of our church’s history. The banners were made 25 years ago for
the 125th anniversary of First Lutheran by several past and current members: Deb Caputo, Dorothy Goettsch,
Stacy Goettsch Hagan, Fran Krommenhoek, and Avis Provorse. The 150th Banner that is hanging behind the
pulpit on dark blue was made this spring by Dinah Crees. The banners all tell the story of our church and
highlight each decade with significant events during that time in history. In the narthex there are copies of
the banner history and a description of each which was made 25 years ago. Not all of the
banners are on display that are included but do exist. Two events that should be noted
this year: the name of our church is 100 years old; in 1922 the church changed its name
from St. Petri or Peter Lutheran to First Lutheran. The second event is that our present
church building was completed and dedicated on Aug. 26, 1962, 60 years ago, and is the
fourth location over 150 years. Soli Deo Gloria.
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