First Lutheran Church
In-person worship at First Lutheran sanctuary,
iHeart radio 620 am and Facebook livestream https://www.facebook.com/firstlutheransiouxcity/

HOLY COMMUNION
First Sunday of Advent
Sunday ☩ November 27, 2022 ☩ 10:00 am
The Sudden coming of the Son of Man
The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon!
In today’s readings both Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither the day nor
hour of the Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims the day when God will gather all people on the holy mountain
and there will be no more war or suffering. Though we vigilantly watch for the promised day of salvation,
we wait for what we already have: Christ comes among us this day as the word and meal that strengthens
our faith in the promises of God.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE

“Rejoice, Rejoice Believers”

Paul Manz

PROCESSIONAL HYMN

“Rejoice, Rejoice Believers”

ELW 244

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things.
Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen.
Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep.
Let us confront our sins, and confess them to the one who is merciful and just.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of new beginnings,
we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign.
We have strayed from your paths. We prepare for war instead of peace.
We dishonor one another and your creation. Purify us with your refining fire
and set us again on your way of love, that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance,
and welcome your coming among us.
Amen.
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People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living sign.
By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder.
You have put on ☩ Christ, and your sins have been washed away.
Rejoice in the way of the Lord.
Amen.
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God
and the communion of the Holy Spirt be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.
By your merciful protection save us from the threatening dangers
of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation,
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
WELCOME AND HOSPITALITY
TEMPLE TALK

Holy Family Food Pantry

Janet Gross is the lead of the Holy Family Food Pantry ministry.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
The first verse of the carol is sung, the prayer is prayed. The second verse of the carol is sung.

“We Are Waiting for Jesus”

ACS 905
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TIME FOR CHILDREN
The children may come forward as we sing the second verse.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
Weapons of war transformed
Isaiah 2:1-5
The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God establishes a
universal reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the worshiping community
responds: “Let us walk in the light of that Lord now!”

READING

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
2In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it.
3Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
4He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.
5O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!
Word of God, come down to us. Thanks be to God.
READING

Salvation is near
Romans 13:11-14
Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light of Christ’s
coming in the future.

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became
believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of
darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in
reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling
and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the
flesh, to gratify its desires.
Word of God, come down to us. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

setting two, page 124

The gospel acclamation is sung by the assembly.

GOSPEL

The sudden coming of the Son of Man

Matthew 24:36-44

Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring about deep change to
our normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to stay awake, be aware, and wait
expectantly, because the Son of Man will come unannounced.

The gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said to the disciples, 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so
will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah
entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all
away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field;
one will be taken and one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together;
one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know
on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the house
had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed
awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must
be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”
The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
Silence for reflection follows the sermon.
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HYMN OF THE DAY

“Come to Be Our Hope, O Jesus”
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ACS 904

APOSTLES’ CREED
Together let us proclaim the faith we share.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence,
let us pray for a world that yearns for new hope.
A brief silence.

God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs.
By your Spirit, gather our prayers
and join them with the prayers of all your children.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
Greet one another with a gesture of peace.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
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MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERTORY

“There Is a Longing in Our Hearts”

OFFERING PRAYER
Eternal God, you make the desert bloom
and send springs of water to thirsty ground.
Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money,
and make us messengers of your mercy and love
for all in need of your healing and justice.
We ask this through Christ our Savior. Amen.
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ACS 1078
Verses 1 & 4

GREAT THANKSGIVING

setting two, page 129

PREFACE
It is indeed right…..we praise your name and join their unending hymn.
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

setting two, page 130

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
We praise you, living and loving God….
to the church, and receive our praises, now and forever. Amen.
Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest, and let these gifts to us be blessed.
Blest be God, who is our Bread; may all the world be clothed and fed. Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
Invitation to Communion
Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God, who has come to save you.
Communion
All are invited to receive these gifts of God. Children are welcome to receive communion or a
blessing. Communion at this service is served at the communion rail by individual chalices.
Grape juice and gluten-free wafers are available upon request. Bring your offering forward and
place in the basket as you come to receive the meal.

Music during Communion
“Lamb of God”

setting two, page 135
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“Come Now, O Prince of Peace”

ELW 247

BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen and keep you in his grace. Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Faithful God,
in this meal you have remembered your mercy,
bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ.
As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled,
sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery.
Guide us toward your promised future,
coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
God the eternal Word,
who dwells with us in Jesus,
and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit,
☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN

“Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding!”

ELW 246

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

“Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding”

Malcolm Archer

Portions of the liturgy are from Sunday and Seasons.com, copyright 2022. Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License CCLI
SAS003782. Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymns, Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-730151A.
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SERVING TODAY
Pastor Kristine Stedje
Janet Gross
Yvonne Hazlett
Gary Troth
Ben and Ellie Hertenstein
Julie Thiele
Jim Lippke, David Gross
Karsen Maynard
Candy and Gary Johnson, and Kyhren
Jay Schenzel, Candy and Gary Johnson
Mary McCoy, Bev Rosenkrans
Mike and Nancy Albrecht
Dorothy Goettsch
Janet Gross,
Dorothy Chauncey, Nadine Holst

presider
assisting minister
organist
reader
sound and media technicians
sacristan
communion ministers
crucifer
advent wreath lighters
usher and greeters
fellowship hosts
radio broadcast
livestream broadcast
November 30th food pantry

Today’s livestream broadcast is given by Dorothy Goettsch in honor and memory of
what would’ve been Fred’s 80th birthday on November 28th. Our sincere thanks.
All are welcome. As a community of the people of God, the members of First Lutheran
Church are called to welcome all people. We are pleased you are worshiping with us
today. If you would like more information about First Lutheran Church, please contact
us at 712 239 3942, or email flcpastor3939@gmail.com.
All are welcome to the Lord’s Table. Please come down the center aisle to receive the
bread and wine, returning to your pew by the side aisle. Communion may be received
in one kind only (only bread or only wine/juice). Gluten free wafers and juice are
available upon request. Bring your offering and place in the basket at the center aisle as
you come forward.
Advent Festival, December 4, following worship. This is an intergenerational event,
for all ages. We will gather in Fellowship Hall to learn about advent, the season of
waiting, and create advent wreaths, make Christmas cards for distribution to
homebound members, make origami stars and more. We will serve coffee and a
beverage, plus a wholesome brunch treat. This event is especially geared for children
and youth, but the young at heart will most certainly enjoy it as well!
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Join us for No Fuss Christmas on Sunday, December 18th following worship in the
sanctuary. What is No Fuss Christmas? Good question! It is an opportunity for
everyone to participate in our Christmas Program. You may choose to be a shepherd,
or would you prefer to be a wise one. Maybe you’ve longed to be an angel or Mary.
For this Christmas program you may choose the Christmas story character you would
like to portray. We will gather for a treat in Fellowship Hall, then don our costumes,
sing carols, hear again the beloved Christmas story and participate fully in worshiping
the newborn king!
Christmas Eve worship will be held on Saturday, December 24, 2022 at 5 pm.
Christmas Day worship will be held on Sunday, December 25, 2022 at 10 am. Both
worship services will be livestreamed and available for viewing on you tube.
A message from Bishop Lorna Halaas of the Western Iowa Synod
Giving Tuesday is a global generosity movement unleashing the power of radical
generosity. It’s a simple idea: whether it’s making someone smile, helping a neighbor
or stranger out, showing up for an issue or people we care about, or giving some of
what we have to those who need our help, every act of generosity counts and everyone
has something to contribute toward building the better world we all want to live in.
This year - Celebrate Giving Tuesday with a gift to the Western Iowa Synod on
Tuesday, November 29th.
Thanks to the support of the First Lutheran congregation, the Holy Family Food Pantry
was able to supply over 100 families with turkeys to enjoy during the holiday season.
Special thanks to those who procured Thrivent grants, donated money, or supplied
turkeys.
Looking for four volunteers from First Lutheran to serve dinner and clean up
afterwards at the Siouxland Soup Kitchen on Tuesday, November 29th from 4:00 – 6:00
pm. It’s a rewarding experience to help and enjoyable to work together. Please call
Candy at 251 9411 or Carla in the church office at 239 3942.
Poinsettias are needed for Christmas. Sign-up sheets are in the narthex. Please sign
your name and the name of who it is in honor or memory of. The price is $15.
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THIS WEEK AT FIRST
November 27 – December 4, 2022
Sunday: 10:00 Worship-SS/In Person/FB
Live/Radio w/Holy Communion
After Worship – Fellowship in FR
Monday: Office Closed
5:00-6:30 Rising Stars in Gym
7:00 Scouts in FH
Tuesday: 10:00 Text Study
5:00-6:30 Rising Stars in Gym
6:30-8:00 Girl Scouts in FH
7:00-9:00 Pickleball in Gym

Wednesday: 9-11:30 Food Pantry
6:00-6:45 Choir in Sanc.
7:00-8:00 Advent Worship in Sanc.
Thursday: 7:00-9:00 Pickleball in Gym
Friday: 9:00 Quilters in FH
7:00 AA in FH
Saturday: 9:00-11:00 Pickleball in Gym
Sunday: 10:00 Worship-SS/In Person/FB
Live/Radio w/Holy Communion
After Worship – Advent Festival in FH

First Lutheran Church
3939 Cheyenne Blvd
Sioux City, Iowa 51104
712 239 3942
www.firstlutheransc.org
Mission and Vision
We are a Christian community
called by God to respond to God’s gift of grace
as servants to the world.
Pastor Kristine Stedje
flcpastor3939@gmail.com
Carla Flores
firstlutheransecretary3939@gmail.com
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