First Lutheran Church
In-person worship at First Lutheran sanctuary,
iHeart radio 620 am and Facebook livestream https://www.facebook.com/firstlutheransiouxcity/

Ascension of Our Lord
Sunday ☩ May 29, 2022 ☩ 10:00 am
Christ present in all times and places
In today’s readings the risen Christ ascends into heaven and his followers are assured that the Spirit will
empower them to be witnesses throughout the earth. The disciples are told to not gaze up into heaven to
look for Jesus (Acts 1:11); we find his presence among us as we proclaim the word and share the Easter
feast. We too long for the Spirit to enliven our faith and invigorate our mission.

GATHERING
PRELUDE

“At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”

Michael Burkhardt

PROCESSIONAL HYMN

“Rise, O Sun of Righteousness”

ELW 657

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

In the waters of baptism,
we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ,
and we are a new creation.
For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God,
who was, who is, and who is to come.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.

We thank you, God, for your river of life,
flowing freely from your throne:
through the earth, through the city, through every living thing.
You rescued Noah and his family from the flood;
You opened wide the sea for the Israelites.
Now in these waters you flood us with mercy,
and our sin is drowned forever.
You open the gate of righteousness and we pass safely through.
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In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters.
You nourish us and enclose us in safety.
You call us forth and send us out.
In lush and barren places, you are with us.
You have become our salvation.
Now breathe upon this water
and awaken your church once more.
Claim us again as your beloved and holy people.
Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear.
To you, our Beginning and our End,
our Shepherd and Lamb,
be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving,
now and forever. Amen.
GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
And also with you.
Almighty God, your blessed Son, our Savior Jesus Christ,
ascended far above all heavens that he might fill all things.
Mercifully give us faith to trust that, as he promised,
he abides with us on earth to the end of time,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
WELCOME AND HOSPITALITY
TIME FOR CHILDREN

WORD
READING

Jesus sends the apostles

Acts 1:1-11

Before he is lifted into heaven, Jesus promises that the missionary work of the disciples will spread out
from Jerusalem to all the world. His words provide an outline of the book of Acts.
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Luke writes: 1In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and
taught from the beginning 2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after
giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had
chosen. 3After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing
proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of
God. 4While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait
there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from
me; 5for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not
many days from now.”
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So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when
you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to know the
times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9When he had
said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their
sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two
men in white robes stood by them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand
looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”
Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
HYMN OF PRAISE

“Beautiful Savior”
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ELW 838

READING

Eyes to see the ascended Christ

Ephesians 1:15-23

The risen and exalted Christ reigns over the entire universe. The author of Ephesians prays that we
are given the wisdom to know the power of the risen Christ and the empowering hope that the
knowledge of this inheritance provides.

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints,
and for this reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my
prayers. 17I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give
you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the
eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19and
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to
the working of his great power. 20God put this power to work in Christ when he
raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly
places, 21far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every
name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 22And he has
put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the
church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.
Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

setting four, page 151

Stand to welcome the gospel.
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GOSPEL

Christ present in all times and places

Luke 24:44-53

On the day of his ascension, Jesus leaves his disciples with a commission, a blessing, and a promise of
the Holy Spirit.

The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said to the eleven and those with them, “These are my words that I
spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the
law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.”45Then he opened
their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is
written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third
day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name
to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these
things. 49And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here
in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”
50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed
them. 51While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up
into heaven. 52And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great
joy; 53and they were continually in the temple blessing God.
The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

HYMN OF THE DAY

“To Christ Belong”
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ACS 958

APOSTLES’ CREED
Let us confess our faith in the words of the apostles’ creed.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ,
God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the
church, people in need, and all of creation.
A brief silence.

God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers,
and renew us by your life-giving Spirit;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
Greet one another with a gesture of peace.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
OFFERTORY

“Now the Feast and Celebration”
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ELW 167
Verse three

OFFERING PRAYER
Living God,
you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your peaceable reign,
and you welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us through this meal,
and show us your wounded and risen body,
that we may be nourished and believe in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING

setting four, page 152

PREFACE
It is indeed right…..we praise your name and join their unending hymn.
Holy, Holy, Holy

setting four, page 153
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
…..be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.
Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
Breaking of the Bread and Invitation to the Table
The risen Christ dwells with us here.
All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come.
Communion
All are invited to receive these gifts of God. Children are welcome to receive communion or a
blessing. Communion at this service is served on the chancel floor by individual chalices. Grape
juice and gluten-free wafers are available upon request. Bring your offering forward and place in
the basket as you come to receive the meal.

Music during Communion
Lamb of God

setting four, page 154
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Communion Hymn

“One Bread, One Body”

BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen and keep you in his grace. Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We give you thanks, generous God,
for in this bread and cup
we have tasted the new heaven and earth
where hunger and thirst are no more.
Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection,
that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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ELW 496

SENDING
BLESSING
God, the Author of life,
Christ, the living Cornerstone,
and the life-giving Spirit of adoption,
☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.
CLOSING HYMN

“Crown Him with Many Crowns”

As the cross passes your pew turn to face the sanctuary entrance.
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ELW 855

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Tell what God has done.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

“Give to the Winds Your Fears”

Lani Smith

Portions of the liturgy are from Sunday and Seasons.com, copyright 2022. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License CCLI SAS003782. Evangelical
Lutheran Worship hymns, Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-730151A.

SERVING TODAY
Pastor Kristine Stedje
Janet Gross
Yvonne Hazlett
Enola Peters
Ben and Ellie Hertenstein
Ian Hertenstein
Stacy and Wyatt Hagan
Andrew and Zach Hagan
Jay and August Schenzel,
Richard Storm
Craig and Sandie LaMaster
Janet Gross,
Dorothy Chauncey, Nadine Holst

presider, preacher
assisting minister
organist
reader
sound and media technicians
sacristan
communion ministers
crucifer, bookbearer
hosts and greeters
radio broadcast
June 1 food pantry

Today’s livestream broadcast is given by Tammy and Mike Mahaney and Rebecca and
Allen Seehusen in honor of Darrell Thomas’ 88th birthday on May 30th. Our sincere
thanks.
All are welcome. As a community of the people of God, the members of First Lutheran
Church are called to welcome all people. We are pleased you are worshiping with us
today. If you would like more information about First Lutheran Church, please contact
us at 712 239 3942, or email flcpastor3939@gmail.com.
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All are welcome to the Lord’s Table. Please come down the center aisle to receive the
bread and wine, returning to your pew by the side aisle. Communion may be received
in one kind only (only bread or only wine/juice). Gluten free wafers and juice are
available upon request. Bring your offering and place in the basket at the center aisle as
you come forward.
We remember those who have given their lives in service to our country on this
Memorial Day Weekend. We are thankful for the sacrifice and remember them before
God on this day.
Next Sunday, June 5th, is the Day of Pentecost! On this Sunday we will welcome new
members to our congregation. Plan on joining us for worship in the sanctuary and
conversation in Fellowship Hall to welcome our new members to First Lutheran. There
will also be an opportunity to complete a Time and Talent Sheet for the coming year.
Coffee and cookies will be served. Come and join us!
Lectio Davinia Bible Study continues on Thursday afternoons at 1 pm. The group has
decided to meet throughout the summer months. If you would like to join us on a
regular basis or as your schedule allows, you are very welcome! The coffee pot is on,
we gather in Fireside Room.
The congregation is invited to Shae Downing’s graduation party being held at First
Lutheran in the fellowship hall on Sunday, June 5th from 1-4 pm. Feel free to come
and go, enjoy refreshments and food, and celebrate the graduate!
Parents and grandparents of grade school children mark your calendars for City Wide
Vacation Bible School, June 13- 16, 2022, hosted by Siouxland area ELCA congregation
and held at First Lutheran Church. Check your email for registration and information
coming to you soon!
Volunteers are needed for coffee hosts, making coffee and providing cookies and or
bars, after worship. A signup sheet is in the Narthex. Please sign up and or contact Bev
Rosenkrans at 712 577 0203 or bevnrich@icloud.com.

14

THIS WEEK AT FIRST
May 29 – June 5, 2022
Sunday: 10:00 Worship/In Person/FB
Live/Radio w/Holy Communion
11:00 - 6:00 Denne Family in FH
Monday: Memorial Day-Office Closed
7:00 Scouts in FH
Tuesday: Office Closed
10:00 Text Study
Wednesday: 9-11:30 Food Pantry
1:00 WELCA in FR

Thursday: 1:00 Bible Study in FR
Friday: 9:00 Quilters in FH
7:00 AA in FH
Sunday: 10:00 Worship/In Person/FB
Live/Radio w/Holy Communion
After Worship-New Member Reception
in FH
1:00 - 4:00 Downing Family in FH

First Lutheran Church
3939 Cheyenne Blvd
Sioux City, Iowa 51104
712 239 3942
www.firstlutheransc.org
Mission and Vision
We are a Christian community
called by God to respond to God’s gift of grace
as servants to the world.
Pastor Kristine Stedje
flcpastor3939@gmail.com
Carla Flores
firstlutheransecretary3939@gmail.com
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