
First Lutheran Church 

In-person worship at First Lutheran sanctuary,  

iHeart radio 620 am and Facebook livestream - 
https://www.facebook.com/firstlutheransiouxcity/ 

 

 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

Sunday ☩ December 18, 2022 ☩ 10:00 am 

 
A God near at hand 

 

Today Isaiah prophesies that a young woman will bear a son and name him Emmanuel. The gospel is 

Matthew’s account of the annunciation and birth of the one named Emmanuel, God-with-us. During 

these final days of Advent we pray, “O come, O come, Emmanuel,” a beloved hymn based on the O 

Antiphons, ancient prayers appointed for the seven days preceding Christmas. On this final Sunday of 

Advent we prepare to celebrate the birth of the one born to save us from the power of sin and death. 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
PRELUDE          “Oh Come, Oh Come, Emmanuel” Robert J. Powell 

  

 

https://www.facebook.com/firstlutheransiouxcity/
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN     “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” ELW 257 

Verses 1-4, 8 

     
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
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Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. 

Blessed be God’s name forever.  Amen. 
 

Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. 

Let us confront our sins, and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God of new beginnings, 

we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 

We have strayed from your paths. We prepare for war instead of peace. 

We dishonor one another and your creation.  

Purify us with your refining fire and set us again on your way of love, 

that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance,  

and welcome your coming among us. 

Amen. 
 

People of God, 

a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living sign. 

By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 

You have put on ☩ Christ, and your sins have been washed away. 

Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 

Amen. 
 

GREETING  

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God  

 and the communion of the Holy Spirt be with you all. 

 And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.  

With your abundant grace and might,  

free us from the sin that hinders our faith,  

that eagerly we may receive your promises,  

for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

WELCOME AND HOSPITALITY  
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
The first verse of the carol is sung, the prayer is prayed.  The second verse of the carol is sung.  
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 “We Are Waiting for Jesus”  ACS 905 

  

  

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

READING    The sign of Immanuel Isaiah 7:10-16 
An Israelite and Aramean military coalition presented a serious threat to King Ahaz of Judah. In 

response, Ahaz decided to secure his throne and kingdom by seeking Assyrian help. Isaiah reminds 

Ahaz that human attempts to establish security will fail. The prophet gives the sign that is the only 

source of true safety: Immanuel, God is with us! 
 

 The Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep 

as Sheol or high as heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put 

the Lord to the test. 13Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little 

for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself 

will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and 

shall name him Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how 

to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16For before the child knows how to refuse 

the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will 

be deserted.” 
 

Word of God, come down to us.  Thanks be to God. 
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READING Paul’s greeting to the church at Rome Romans 1:1-7 

Most of the Christians in Rome do not know Paul. In this letter’s opening he introduces himself as an 

apostle divinely appointed to spread God’s gospel. The gospel’s content is the promised coming of 

Christ, and Paul’s mission is to bring about the obedience of faith among all nations, including his 

Roman audience. 
 

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of 

God, 2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy 

scriptures, 3the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David 

according to the flesh 4and was declared to be Son of God with power according to 

the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through 

whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith 

among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, 6including yourselves who are called 

to belong to Jesus Christ, 

 7To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: 

  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Word of God, come down to us.  Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   setting two, page 124  
The gospel acclamation is sung by the assembly. 

  
 

GOSPEL A God near at hand Matthew 1:18-25 

Matthew’s story of Jesus’ birth focuses on the role of Joseph, who adopts the divinely-begotten child 

into the family of David and obediently gives him the name Jesus, which means “God saves.” 
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary 

had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be 

with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and 

unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just 

when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 

and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the 

child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to 

name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to 
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fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 

 23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

  and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 

which means, “God is with us.”24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel 

of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations 

with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 
  

 The gospel of our Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON  
 Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                     “Come Now, O God”   ACS 902 
 

    
 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

 Together let us proclaim the faith we share. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
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born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence,  

let us pray for a world that yearns for new hope. 
A brief silence. 
 

 God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

God of our longing, you know our deepest needs.  

By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join them with the prayers  

of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE   

 Greet one another with a gesture of peace.   

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 And also with you. 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING “Still, Still, Still” arr.  Anne Krentz Organ 

 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

OFFERTORY  “There Is a Longing in Our Hearts” ACS 1078 

     Verses 1 & 4 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Eternal God, you make the desert bloom 

and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 

Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, 

and make us messengers of your mercy and love 

for all in need of your healing and justice. 

We ask this through Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 



9 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  setting two, page 129 
 

     
 

PREFACE 

 It is indeed right…..we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  setting two, page 130 
 

 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

 

We praise you, living and loving God….. 
 

And let the people cry, O come and save us: 

O come and save us. 
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And let the people pray: 

Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest, and let these gifts to us be blessed. 

Blest be God, who is our Bread; may all the world be clothed and fed.  Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 Our Father in heaven,  

 hallowed be your name,  

 your kingdom come,  

 your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

 now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 Invitation to Communion 

  Be strong, do not fear!  Here is your God, who has come to save you. 
 

Communion 

All are invited to receive these gifts of God.  Children are welcome to receive communion or a 

blessing.  Communion at this service is served at the communion rail by individual chalices.  

Grape juice and gluten-free wafers are available upon request.  Bring your offering forward and 

place in the basket as you come to receive the meal. 
 

Music during Communion 

“Lamb of God”  setting two, page 135 
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“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”  ELW 254 

 
 
 BLESSING 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

 strengthen and keep you in his grace.  Amen. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Faithful God, 

in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 

bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. 

As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, 

sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. 

Guide us toward your promised future, 

coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

BLESSING   

God the eternal Word, 

who dwells with us in Jesus, 

and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN “People, Look East”  ELW 248 
 

 
 

DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Christ is near. 

Thanks be to God. 
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POSTLUDE  “People, Look East” Wayne L. Wold 
 

Portions of the liturgy are from Sunday and Seasons.com, copyright 2022. Augsburg Fortress.  All rights 

reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License CCLI 

SAS003782.  Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymns, Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-730151A.  
 

 

 
 

SERVING TODAY 
 

 Pastor Kristine Stedje presider 

 Bruce Miller assisting minister 

 Yvonne Hazlett    organist 

 Vanessa Bremer,  

 Ellie Hertenstein, Eliza Henderson advent wreath lighters 

 Jackie Paulson  reader 

 Ian Hertenstein, Tyler Hagen,  

 Jami Denne, Nissa Downing youth handbell choir 

  Ben and Ellie Hertenstein sound and media technicians 

 Mike VanBeest sacristan 

 Mike VanBeest, Ian Hertenstein communion ministers 

 Judah Henderson crucifer  

 Gary Troth, Carole Heider, Kaia Downing usher and greeters 

 Bev Rosenkrans, Liz Draisey fellowship hosts 

 Craig and Sandie LaMaster radio broadcast 

 Janet Gross, Sue Mullin, LaVonne Lundgren December 21st food pantry 
  

  

All are welcome. As a community of the people of God, the members of First Lutheran 

Church are called to welcome all people.  We are pleased you are worshiping with us 

today.  If you would like more information about First Lutheran Church, please contact 

us at 712 239 3942, or email flcpastor3939@gmail.com. 
 

All are welcome to the Lord’s Table.  Please come down the center aisle to receive the 

bread and wine, returning to your pew by the side aisle.  Communion may be received 

in one kind only (only bread or only wine/juice).  Gluten free wafers and juice are 

available upon request.  Bring your offering and place in the basket at the center aisle as 

you come forward. 

mailto:flcpastor3939@gmail.com
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Join us for our No Fuss Christmas Program, immediately following worship in the 

sanctuary. 
 

Christmas Eve worship will be held on Saturday, December 24, 2022 at 5 pm.  

Christmas Day worship will be held on Sunday, December 25, 2022 at 10 am.  Both 

worship services will be livestreamed and available for viewing on you tube. 
 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST 

December 18 – December 25, 2022 

Sunday: 10:00 Worship-SS/In Person/FB 

Live/Radio w/Holy Communion 

After Worship – Fellowship in FR;  

No Fuss Christmas Program 

Monday:  Office Closed 

 5:00-6:30 Rising Stars in Gym 

 6:30 Mary Circle 

 7:00 Scouts in FH 

 Tuesday: 10:00 Text Study 

 5:00-6:30 Rising Stars in Gym 

 6:30 Council in FR 

 7:00-9:00 Pickleball in Gym 

  

 Wednesday: 9-11:30 Food Pantry 

 6:00-6:45 Choir in Sanc. 

 7:00-8:00 Advent Worship in Sanc. 

 Thursday: 1:00-2:00 Advent Mid-Week 

Worship in FR 

 7:00-9:00 Pickleball in Gym 

 Friday: 9:00 Quilters in FH 

7:00 AA in FH 

Saturday: 9:00-11:00 Pickleball in Gym 

5:00 Christmas Eve Worship 

11:00 Radio Broadcast of 5:00 Service 

Sunday: 10:00 Christmas Day Worship/ 

In Person/FB Live/Radio w/Holy 

Communion  

 

 

 

First Lutheran Church 

3939 Cheyenne Blvd 

Sioux City, Iowa 51104 

712 239 3942 

www.firstlutheransc.org 
 

Mission and Vision 

We are a Christian community  

called by God to respond to God’s gift of grace  

as servants to the world. 
 

Pastor Kristine Stedje 

flcpastor3939@gmail.com 

Carla Flores 

firstlutheransecretary3939@gmail.com 
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